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3. What is the basis of God’s faithfulness toward men? 

 

     The basis of God’s faithfulness as he deals with men is the covenant. A covenant is a specific kind of 

contract that is a binding agreement designed to regulate relationships. Covenant making and keeping is 

the core of God’s activity among men. A covenant sets forth blessings and curses along with any ethical 

conditions. Covenants were made (literally cut) in blood by sacrificing an animal, to set forth their 

serious nature and the need to be faithful to them. The blood allows a Holy God to enter into a 

relationship with sinful men. God has made several major covenants: 

 

1. Creation 

(Genesis 1) 

 

2. Noah  

(Genesis 8:20-9:17) 

 

3. Abraham  

(Genesis 12:1-3,15,17) 

 

4. Moses  

(Deuteronomy 5-6, 28-30) 

 

5. David  

(2 Samuel 7:4-17) 

 

6. New Covenant  

(Jeremiah 31:31-40; Luke 22:14-23; 1 Corinthians 11:25; Hebrews 8, 9:15). 

 

Notice the blood sacrifices that accompanied the various covenants. These covenants all point to the 

work of the Lord Jesus Christ who shed his blood to establish the New Covenant (Hebrews 9:11-15).  

 

     God has been faithful to make and keep all of his covenants. In Hebrew, covenantal faithfulness is 

called the hesed of God. It refers to God’s covenantal loyalty in keeping his covenant. Thus, to love is to 

be faithful to keep the covenant. The hesed (love) of God is translated as loyal love, faithfulness, 

steadfast love, and loving-kindness. Because God has written down his covenants, it is easy to see that 

God is indeed faithful to them. He does what he said he would do. Look at the sun and see his 

faithfulness over creation. Look at the history of the nations and see how he has kept his word. God sets 

the conditions and is faithful to keep those conditions. “Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, 

the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 

commandments, to a thousand generations, and repays to their face those who hate him, by destroying 

them. He will not be slack with one who hates him. He will repay him to his face.” (Deuteronomy 7:9-10) 

The blessing of the New Covenant is that it is based on God’s promise and secured by Christ’s blood,  
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“Therefore he [Christ] is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the 

promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions 

committed under the first covenant.” (Hebrews 9:15)    

 

Bible passages to read: Genesis 12:1-3, 15; Jeremiah 31:31-40; Hebrews 8-9 

 

Questions to ponder: 

1. How are covenants established?  

2. Name several biblical covenants along with some of their requirements. 

3. How has God been faithful to keep his covenants?  

4. How does the hesed of God give you a better understanding of God’s love? 

5. Since God shows love as being faithful to a covenant, how should you? 

 

 


